
State Water Resources Control Board

PRE-HEARING CONFERENCE ORDER

The State Water Resources Control Board
Administrative Hearings Office

will be holding hearings
regarding the Amended Draft Cease and Desist Orders 

that were issued to the following people and entities on the following dates:

Eddie Vierra Farms, June 12, 2020
George Speckman Testamentary Trust, June 12, 2020

Loren and Dolores Ohm, June 12, 2020

This order follows Pre-Hearing Conference held on
July 1, 2020

The State Water Board’s Division of Water Rights originally issued Draft Cease and 
Desist Orders to Eddie Vierra Farms, Loren and Dolores Ohm and the George 
Speckman Testamentary Trust (“Respondents”) on the dates in 2009 and 2010 that 
were listed in the March 11, 2020 Notice of Status Conference for these proceedings.  
The Delta Watermaster issued Amended Draft CDOs (“Amended Draft CDOs”) to these 
three parties on June 12, 2020.  

On July 1, 2020, the State Water Resources Control Board (“State Water Board” or 
“Board”), Administrative Hearings Office (“AHO”), held a pre-hearing conference 
regarding the AHO’s proceedings on the Amended Draft CDOs.  This order follows that 
conference.  The hearing officer apologizes for his delay in issuing this order.  The AHO 
has been occupied with other matters.  

The AHO directs the parties to take the following actions by the following deadlines.  

July 31, 2020, 4:00 pm: The Division of Water Rights/Office of the Delta Watermaster – 
Prosecution Team (“Prosecution Team”) shall serve copies of all of its documents that 
are within the scopes of Respondents’ requests for documents.  Copies of these 
requests were attached to Respondents’ June 26, 2020 pre-hearing conference 
statements.  The Prosecution Team shall advise the AHO by letter or e-mail, with copies 
to Respondents’ attorneys, when the Prosecution Team has served these copies on 
Respondents’ attorneys.  The Prosecution shall not file copies of these documents with 
the AHO.

During the July 1 pre-hearing conference, the Prosecution Team agreed to serve these 
documents by July 18 in the Eddie Vierra Farms proceeding and by July 23 in the other 



two proceedings.  Because of the AHO’s delay in issuing this order, the AHO is 
specifying July 31 as the Prosecution Team’s deadline for these actions.

August 14, 2020, 4:00 pm: The Prosecution Team shall serve written responses to the 
Respondents’ requests for information, copies of which were attached to Respondents’ 
June 26, 2020 pre-hearing conference statements.  The Prosecution Team shall advise 
the AHO by letter or e-mail, with copies to Respondents’ attorneys, when the 
Prosecution Team has served these written responses on Respondents’ attorneys.  The 
Prosecution shall not file copies of these written responses with the AHO.

September 11, 2020, 4:00 pm:  The Prosecution Team shall, separately for the hearings 
in each of these matters, file and serve its exhibits and testimony.

October 12, 2020, 4:00 pm: The George Speckman Trust shall file its exhibits and 
testimony.

October 26, 2020, 4:00 pm: Eddie Vierra Farms shall file their exhibits and testimony for 
the hearing regarding the Home Ranch.

November 9, 2020, 4:00 pm: Eddie Vierra Farms shall file their exhibits and testimony 
for the hearing regarding the Woods Ranch.

December 7, 2020, 4:00 pm: Eddie Vierra Farms shall file their exhibits and testimony 
for the hearing regarding the Walker Ranch.

December 21, 2020, 4:00 pm: Loren and Dolores Ohm shall file their exhibits and 
testimony.

Hearing Schedule:

The AHO will hold the hearings in these matters on the following dates:

-November 3 and 4, 2020, from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm: George Speckman Trust.

-November 19 and 20, 2020, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm: Eddie Vierra Farms, Home 
Ranch.

-December 2 and 3, 2020, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm: Eddie Vierra Farms, Woods 
Ranch.

-January 7 and 8, 2021, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm: Eddie Vierra Farms, Walker Ranch.

-January 14 and 15, 2021, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm: Loren and Dolores Ohm.
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The AHO will be issuing a separate notice for the hearing or hearings on each Amended 
Draft CDO.  These notices will specify the detailed requirements for exhibits and 
testimony and the hearing procedures.

Date: July 23, 2020      /s/ ALAN B. LILLY
Alan B. Lilly
Presiding Hearing Officer

Enclosure: Service List
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SERVICE LIST

David Rose
Office of the Chief Counsel
State Water Resources Control Board
1001 I Street, 22nd Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814
david.rose@waterboards.ca.gov 
Attorney for Division of Water Rights/Office of the Delta Watermaster – Prosecution 
Team

Jennifer Spaletta, Esq.
P. O. Box 2660
Lodi, CA 95241
jennifer@spalettalaw.com 
Attorney for Eddie Vierra Farms, LLC

S. Dean Ruiz, Esq.
Mohan, Harris & Ruiz, LLP
3439 Brookside Road, Suite 208
Stockton, CA  95219
dean@mohanlaw.net 
Attorney for Loren and Dolores Ohm and George Speckman Testamentary Trust

John Herrick
Attorney at Law
1806 W. Kettleman Lane, Suite L
Lodi, CA 95242
jherrlaw@aol.com 
Attorney for Loren and Dolores Ohm and George Speckman Testamentary Trust

Rebecca Akroyd
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority
400 Capitol Mall, 28th Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814
Rebecca.akroyd@sldmwa.org 
Attorney for San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority
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